Preamble to the Guidelines!

This website began because I was the schools cricket columnist for The Times 2004 – 2008. I shan’t remind you of why it changed into an independent website. However, in that period, The Times started producing an online version and the graphic designers needed a new design so that the results can appear on a single line if possible (ie removing extra spaces etc). 

That remains the case.

Hence:

a) P Arbuthnot not P. Arbuthnot
b) *Loretto not * Loretto 
c) 95 not 95 all out nor 95-10

d) 195-7 dec not 195 – 7 dec. 
e) Stowe, not Stowe School unless it is ambiguous. Thus Magdalen College School, not just Magdalen College. 

f) 50 overs not 50.0 overs

Oddly they decided on not out rather than no or n.o.as opposed to * which already means home side (but see below)

It was just when overs crickets was getting into its stride in schools so there was a problem of showing this to differentiate in the results published, so that the result was clear from the simplest format. Hence the tricky bit. 

If you say Perkins Academy 183 (50 overs), Blofeld GS 185-3, there is no need for the (50 overs); Blofeld GS have won anyway. However, if it were Perkins Academy 183 (50 overs), Blofeld GS 153-7 then Perkins have won. Yet again Perkins Academy 183-3 dec, Blofeld GS 153-7 then it is a draw.
It is all a matter of expressing the result in the shortest possible form to get it all on to one line. 
I’m sticking with all this to save confusion arising from constantly changing and this has largely been adopted by electronic scoring systems which have been in use for the last ten years in schools. Though I do have to edit even electronic results (as above). 
SCHOOLS CRICKET ONLINE
Please print this out and post it on your desk!

If you follow these guidelines, I can cut and paste the results, which not only saves time  but reduces the possibility of typing error. If you use electronic scoring (TCS, nxcricket, CricHQ – see the website for details), the results can be sent in the correct format easily. The same applies to schools who use the FixturesPro system provided by Schoolsports. 
Sample results:
Bryanston 223-6 dec (P Riley 107 not out), *Canford 224-8 (R Jones 5-23)

or

*Clifton 202-9 (50 overs)(E Franklin 5-40), Marlborough 203-9 (J Park 103 not out)

NB all punctuation and spacing protocols. All on one line. 

Sample comment:

Freda Arbuthnot scored a brilliant chanceless 210 not out on her debut aged 16, with 10 sixes and 14 fours.

or

Harry Ponting, son of the Australian captain, has now scored six centuries in his last seven innings.

This is about all I’ll have space for. If I need further details, I’ll contact you. Please don’t bombard me with the glories of the captain who scored a brilliant 38 or took 3- 47 with his cunning leg-breaks. See below for more detail.
In slightly more detail: 

a) 
please send me results and any supplementary comments by e-mail to schoolscricketonline@yahoo.co.uk (not wisdenschools), as soon as  possible but by Monday lunchtime at the latest. 

b) 
for results, I need a single initial plus surname (space, not full stop) for any player who scores 100+ or takes 5+ wickets (e.g. A Perkins 107 not out or B Arbuthnot 5-48). We use "not out" for not out, rather than an asterisk. Don't send me other details as they won't be published and are hence a waste of your time and mine. 

c) 
for really outstanding performances (team or individual) which may merit a mention in the column, I need first name plus surname, with brief details (e.g. Cedric Simpkins scored a brilliant 237 not out or Bertha Sidebottom in her debut for Eton took 9 for 33).

d) please make it clear whether it was a declaration game or an overs game. The way to show an overs (ie win/lose) game is to give the number of overs after the first score. Don’t worry if you have two sets of brackets adjacent, e.g. (50 overs)(D Barnes 102 not out). Something like a 110 overs game (W/D/L) should be shown as a declaration (albeit a forced one).

e.g.

*Groovers Academy 187-7 (50 overs), Stones XI 185-3

(= win for GA)
*Groovers Academy 187-7 dec, Stones XI 185-3


(= draw)
Groovers Academy 187 (50 overs), *Stones XI 185-3 

(= win for GA)
 
Groovers Academy 187, *Stones XI 185-3 



(= draw) 

e) please indicate the home side with *before the name (see above). 

f) the innings should always be shown in the order in which they were played. 

g) 
put a comma then a single space between innings, and a space between initial and surname. Write dec without a full stop after it.


 

h)
it's traditional for the home side to send me the results, but in practice it's more effective and reliable if both sides do so. I have to say that I have tended to get results only from the winning side, which is distinctly naughty. 

i) I'd much prefer it if the results came from the Master i/c or pro (or adult scorer). I have found schoolboy scorers or captains to be very unreliable. And, if there is a problem, it's usually easier to contact an adult rather than a pupil. Doesn’t apply if you use the automatic versions, though comments should come from an adult. 
j) omit “School” or “College” except where it might be ambiguous, but do include GS. So: Clifton, Marlborough, Eton, but Magdalen College School or Watford GS. Please also check the exact spelling of both schools involved (they’re all in Wisden, if in doubt). Note also King’s, Chester etc for all those The King’s Schools etc. (omit the “The”). Also omit “The” in The Edinburgh Academy et al.

k) don’t write “all out”. A total on its own indicates that it’s all out. If it’s an overs game (W/L), then you need to show the overs intended, eg “(50 overs)” but only if the second side doesn’t reach the total but is not all out (see examples above).
l) no need for something like (= win for ……). The result tells us all we need to know, as long as it’s properly written (as above). 
DCH

